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Jali or fretwork is intricately carved on soft stone (monolithic, and without any joints) and its
process requires supreme mastery of masonry and design making. The Varanasi jali work
epitomizes both high skill and superior quality of craftsmanship. Delicately chiseled and decorated
with inlay work these elaborately carved jalis demand time in their making along with the skill and
creativity.

The jali craft work can be seen on forts, zamindari homes, places of worship and ancient
monuments all of which are a testimony of its antiquity. Statues of religious significance are also
made using this technique. To further enhance the beauty of these sculptures they would be
embedded with semi-precious stones and shell work. Today smallitems of utility and decor are also
produced such as table tops, boxes, coasters, trays, etc. The popular 'Elephant within Elephant’ and
other such pieces of birds, animals, statues, etc are the result of the skills and sheer hard work of
these craftsmen.

Contact Details of Varanasi Soft Stone Jali Work craftsmen

S.No. CRAFTMAN NAME ADDRESS PHONE No.
1 Shiv Pujan Jaisawal Sankul Dhara Khojwa Varanasi 9399149029
2 Kamlesh Kumar Ramnagar Varanasi 8887595015
3 Anil Kumar Maurya Luxa Varanasi 9450528867
4 Sukhdev Rajak Ramnagar Varanasi 9335657710
5 Pappu Baghel Ramnagar Varanasi 8090606849
6 Ashok Kumar Singh Ramnagar Varanasi 8299262134
7 Abhay Narayan Verma Ramnagar Varanasi 8318563002
8 Bachcha Lal Maurya Ramnagar Varanasi 9415869380
9 Rajesh Kumar Yadav Ramnagar Varanasi 6394331053
10 Bachcha Lal Maurya 9120281555
1 D.S. Vyas 9415202928
12 Ashok Kumar Singh 9198377831
13 Prakash Gupta 9721354148
14 Abhay Veryma 8318563002
15 Amit Arya 9450528867
16 Moti Lal Prajapati 9451857984

Contact Details of DIC of Varanasi

Shri Virendra Kumar

9410400444

gmdicvar@up.nic.in
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